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letter to the Madras Council his understanding of the
situation: —
" Let none of you think much or grudge at the speedy
advancement of Mr. Higginson. We do not do it out of
any partiality to him, for he has no relation here to speak
for him, nor ever had the ambition to think of such a thing
himself; neither have we done it out of any ill feeling or
disrespect to any others now being of our Council, but sin-
cerely as we apprehend for the public good; knowing him
to be a man of learning, and competently well read in an-
cient histories of the Greeks and Latins, which with a good
stock of natural parts, only can render a man fit for Govern-
ment and Political Science, martial prudence, and other
requisites for ruling over a great city. This, we say, with
some experience of the world and knowledge of the laws
and customs of nations, can alone qualify men for such a
Government, and for treaties of peace or war, or commerce
with foreign Princes. It is not being bred a boy in India,
or studying long there and speaking the language, under-
standing critically the trade of the place, that is sufficient to
fit a man for such a command as the Second of Fort St.
George is, or may be in time; though all these qualifica-
tions are very good in their kind, and essentially necessary
to the well carrying on of the trade."1
Men like this Mr. Higginson, who, in 1692, became
governor of Fort St. George or Madras, his prede-
cessor, Elihu Yale, and his successor, Thomas Pitt,
were a great deal more than mere commercial
agents; and the Directors of the East India Com-
pany in their case, as in that of the most distin-
guished governors of Bombay and of Fort William in
Bengal, showed their appreciation of the difference
1 Talboys Wheeler, " Early Records of British India," p. 91.
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